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MARTSA MAGANDANG PINAMALAYAN 

Bayan ng Maykapal 
  Pinagpala kang tunay 

Ganda mo’y sinisinta sa gitna ng lalawigan 
Pinamalayan. 

Ikaw ay nag angkin ng yaman ng kalikasan 
Kaya dapat kang ingatan 

Bayan sa silangan 
Ay araw na sumisilay 

 
Bayan sa hudyat ng bahagyari’y isinilang 

Tinig mong pinamalay sa labi ng mga dukha 
Syang ugnayan 

Ika’y may halina at kariktang makakamtan 
Sa taglay na kalinisan 

Bayan sa silangan ay ulirang itatanghal 
 

Refrain 
Tayong lahat ay makiisa 

Sa tungkulin, magsama sama 
Ang kapaligiran, ilog dagat, bukid, bundok 

Pagyamanin ng mabuhay 
 

Repeat Stanza II then Refrain 
 

Ang kapaligiran, ilog dagat, bukid, bundok 
Pagyamanin ng mabuhay 

Ang kapaligiran, ilog dagat, bukid, bundok 
Sa magandang Pinamalayan 

 

 

Composer Lyrics by  :   WILFREDO MATINING 

Music/Rhythmical Notes by  :   LILIA GOZAR ABRENICA 

Adopted on October 18, 1993 thru SB Resolution No. 14-93 
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1 
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

1. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 

1.1 LEGEND 

The name of the town was said to be taken from the word “ipinamalay” which means to make aware or to show the 

way. According to an old story, early settlers of this town came from a group of adventurous transmigrants who 

encountered turbulent weather in the sea. They prayed to God Almighty for deliverance and guidance, whereupon, 

the weather cleared and a rainbow appeared on the horizon. The crew shouted “ipinamalay na” which means it was 

made known. They followed the direction of the rainbow believing that at its end lies a pot of gold and good fortune. 

They finally landed at what is now barangay Lumambayan and established the first settlement which they named 

Pinamalayan. They found good fortune in the new land which brought them prosperity because of the good soil and 

abundant resources.  

On the other hand, some sources state that the name 

Pinamalayan came from the word “Pinagpalayan” which means 

“planted with rice”, for it was once a vast area planted with rice. 

Rice farming is an important source of livelihood of the 

municipality, up to this day.  

Since then, the place grew and became a town. However, during 

the entire 18th century, Pinamalayan was one of the coastal areas 

frequently attacked by Moro pirates. People were decimated and 

many fled to the interior for safety. 

 

1.2 CREATION OF THE MUNICIPALITY 

Pinamalayan is one of the oldest towns in the province of Oriental 

Mindoro. Its territory once went as far as the old settlements of 

Sumagui and Anilao which are now part of the municipalities of 

Bansud and Bongabong, respectively. The towns of Pola and Gloria, 

now separate municipalities, were also former parts of the old domain. 

This was then organized as a permanent settlement in 1800's under 

the leadership of a gobernadorcillo. In the year 1888, the territory of 

Pinamalayan included the settlements of Pola, Sumagui, and Anilao. 

At that time, the gobernadorcillo was Juan Morente, Jr., who assumed 

position until 1898 when the uprising against the Spanish government 

broke out. Morente Jr. joined the revolutionary forces as a captain 

then Juan Medina replaced him as the town head. When the Spaniards 

surrendered, Morente Jr. became governor of the province of 

Mindoro while Cornelio Nable was appointed as the municipal 

president. 

Under the American government, the towns of Pola and Bongabong were consolidated with Pinamalayan by virtue 

of Act 1155 in April 28, 1904. In January 12, 1912, Pola became an independent town. A major political change brought 

about by the American occupation was that the Municipal Council acted on the selection of a new town site through 

viva-voce voting in 1914. In 1916, the seat of the Municipal Government was officially transferred from barangay 

Lumambayan to its present site. Bongabong likewise regained its township status in March 1919 under Act 2824. The 

American planners made sure that the town is properly laid out according to a planning system that included wide, 

symmetrical roads with appropriate drainage facilities. It was also during this time that a big plaza was constructed 

adjacent to the municipal building. These turns of events made Pinamalayan as a model in town planning to all the 

municipalities in Oriental Mindoro.  
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Moreover, the repeated territorial reorganizations signify the role of Pinamalayan as a major political and economic 

center in the southern part of Oriental Mindoro way back in the latter years of the Spanish regime up to the American 

rule. Administrative orders regulating secular activities in the settlements of neighboring towns were once sent from 

Pinamalayan. Thus, this gives the municipality considerable 

advantages in terms of trade, infrastructure development, social 

facilities, and even political accommodations at the onset of the 

century. 

When the Japanese occupied Mindoro in 1942, Dr. Abelardo 

Bunag, then mayor, joined the underground movement. The 

Japanese then appointed Carlos Aguilucho as mayor, followed 

by Manuel Medina. Then, the Americans returned around 

January 15, 1945. In 1964, Gloria became an independent town. 

From 1947 to 1990 under various administrations, Pinamalayan 

grew steadily to become the progressive town that it is today.  

Table HB-1 presents the local chief executives from year 1901 to present. Throughout history, the municipality had 33 

municipal mayors. 

Table HB-1. Local Chief Executives of Municipality of Pinamalayan, Oriental Mindoro, Year 1901-2026 

Name of LCE Term of Office Name of LCE Term of Office 

1 Cornelio Nable 1901-1902 18 Tomas Villamin 1946-1947 

2 Juan Aguilucho 1902-1903 19 Dominador Madrid 1948-1951 

3 Vicente Dominguez 1903-1904 20 Remegio Pio Baldos 1952-1955 

4 Florencio Morente 1905-1906 21 Dominador Madrid 1956-1967 

5 Juan Morente, Jr. 1907-1912 22 Santos Frane (OIC) 1967-1968 

6 Jesus Dominguez 1913-1915 23 Jose Reynaldo Morente, Jr. 1968-1972 

7 Jose Benitez 1915-1916 24 Crispulo La Rosa 1973-1979 

8 Elias Semilla 1916-1919 25 Emilina Baldoz 1980-1986 

9 Carlos Aguilucho and 
Francisco Luarca 

1925-1928 
26 Reynaldo Mambil 1986-1987 

10 27 Lydia Olea (OIC) 1988 

11 Anaceto Villamin 1928-1929 28 Manuel O. Morente, Sr. 1988-1995 

12 Conrado Morente 1929-1934 29 Wilfredo L. Hernandez, Sr. 1995-2004 

13 Felipe Venturanza 1934-1938 30 Aristeo V. Baldos, Sr. 2004-2007 

14 Carlos Aguilucho 1938-1940 31 Wilfredo L. Hernandez, Sr. 2007-2016 

15 Abelardo Buñag 1941-1942 32 Aristeo A. Baldos, Jr. 2016-2025 

16 Carlos Aguilucho 1942-1943 33 Rodolfo M. Magsino 2025-Present 

17 Manuel Medina 1943-1945 
Source: Municipal Planning and Development Office 

 

1.3 SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MUNICIPALITY 

With its current state of economy and 

development, Pinamalayan is vying to 

become the second city in the province of 

Oriental Mindoro. Table HB-2 shows the 

current level in urban hierarchy of the 

municipality relative to Calapan City and 

other municipalities. Shown as well in 

Table HB-3 is the time frame of possible 

transition of status of the municipality from 

being a Medium Town to Large Town.  
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Presently, Pinamalayan is identified as one of the three major growth centers of the province together with Calapan 

City and Roxas. It is classified as a First Class Municipality by virtue of DOF Department Order No. 20-05 as 

implemented by BLGF Memorandum Circular No. 01-M (43) – 05 issued on January 31, 2006.  

The strategic location of the municipality being at the center of the province, its well-planned urban core, the 

presence of the Intra-Regional Transport, its high agricultural potentials, as well as the high percentage of available 

labor force are some of the advantage necessary for sustainable development strategies. Its physical environment 

and socio-economic accomplishments are efficient starting points from which future development efforts may be 

linked with.  

Having the best planned Poblacion in Oriental Mindoro, Pinamalayan with its grid-pattern of roads with 20 meters 

wide right-of-way in major segments can still absorb further urban growth, and remains a model in town planning. 

 

Table HB-2. 2007 Existing Hierarchy of Urban Centers 

Levels in Urban Hierarchy Urban Centers 2020 Population Comment 

Large Town (Primary Urban 
Center B) 

Calapan 145,786 

 
Calapan City, the provincial capital is the 
Center of Education, Trade and 
Commerce of the entire province 

Medium Town (Primary Urban 
Centre A) 

Pinamalayan 
Roxas 

90,383 
58,849 

Flourishing municipalities of the Province 

Small Town  
(Secondary Urban Center B) 

Bongabong  
Victoria  
Mansalay  
Bulalacao  
Gloria  
Naujan  
Socorro  
Bansud  
Puerto Galera 

76,793 
52,175 
59,114 
44,366 
50,496 

109,587 
41,585 
42,671 
41,961 

Established and potential tourism 
attractions in Puerto Galera, Gloria, 
Mansalay, Naujan, Socorro, Bansud, 
Pinamalayan, Roxas, Bongabong, 
Victoria and Bulalacao 

Village (Tertiary Urban Center) 
Baco  
San Teodoro  
Pola 

39,817 
19,121 
35,455 

Suitable for fishing industries and tourism 

Source: PLUC (2012) 

 

Table HB-3. Trend Hierarchy of Centers by Year 2020, Province of Oriental Mindoro 

Levels in Urban Hierarchy 
Current Centers in 
Hierarchy (2002) 

Change in Status 
(2002-2010) 

Future Centers in Hierarchy 
(2020) 

Large Town (Primary Urban 
Center B) 

Calapan + ,= Calapan 
Calapan 
Pinamalayan 
Roxas 

Medium Town (Primary Urban 
Centre A) 

Pinamalayan 
Roxas 

+ Pinamalayan 
+ Roxas 

Victoria 

Small Town  
(Secondary Urban Center B) 

Bongabong  
Victoria  
Mansalay  
Bulalacao  
Gloria  
Naujan  
Socorro  
Bansud  
Puerto Galera 

,= Bongabong  
+ Victoria  
,= Mansalay  
,= Bulalacao  
,= Gloria  
,= Naujan  
,= Socorro  
,= Bansud  
,= Puerto Galera 

Bongabong  
Mansalay  
Bulalacao  
Gloria  
Naujan  
Socorro  
Bansud  
Puerto Galera 

Village (Tertiary Urban Center) 
Baco  
San Teodoro  
Pola 

 
Baco  
San Teodoro  
Pola 

Source: PLUC-TWG Oriental Mindoro (2011) 

             Notes:  (+) -  moves to next level by year 2020              (,) and (=) - stays at same level by year 



 

 

4 
GEO-PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

2. GEO-PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 
 

2.1 LOCATION 

Pinamalayan is located at the east of Oriental Mindoro. It is about 108 kilometers away from Puerto Galera, the 

northernmost town of the province; 71 kilometers from Calapan City, the provincial capital and major entry point 

connecting to mainland Luzon; approximately 69 kilometers from the town of Roxas; and around 110 kilometers from 

Bulalacao, the gateway to Visayas Region. Table PH-1 summarizes the distance of Pinamalayan from other Local 

Government Units (LGUs) in Oriental Mindoro. 

 

Table PH-1. Distances of Pinamalayan from other City and Municipalities, Province of Oriental Mindoro 

City/Municipality Distance from Pinamalayan (kilometers) 

Gloria 9.30 

Socorro 9.90 

Pola 21.90 

Bansud 22.20 

Victoria 34.70 

Bongabong 36.60 

Naujan 52.50 

Roxas 68.60 

Calapan City 70.90 

Baco 72.50 

Mansalay 77.40 

San Teodoro 88.40 

Puerto Galera 107.80 

Bulalacao 110.20 

Source: Provincial Government of Oriental Mindoro 

 

The town of Pinamalayan is bounded in the north by Socorro and Pola; in the west by the Province of Occidental 

Mindoro; in the south by the Town of Gloria and in the east by Tablas Strait (Map I). The Tablas Strait separates 

Pinamalayan from the island-province of Marinduque and the island-towns of Concepcion and Banton, Romblon. 

Passenger boats plying Pinamalayan-Marinduque and Pinamalayan-Concepcion daily provides direct linkage with 

neighboring island provinces in MIMAROPA Region. 

 

2.2 POLITICAL BOUNDARY 

The municipality has a total land area of 28,226 hectares that shares 6.5 percent of the provincial land territory. It is 

politically subdivided into 37 barangays, composed of 9 urban barangays and 28 rural barangays (Map II). Moreover, 

ten (10) of these are considered coastal barangays. The urban core or the Poblacion areas constitute five barangays 

namely Wawa, Zone I, Zone II, Zone III and Zone IV. Table PH-2 shows the land area for each barangay of 

Pinamalayan, as well as their percent share to the total municipal land area. Meanwhile, Map B displays the political 

boundary of each barangay. 

 

Table PH-2. Land Areas by Barangay 

Barangay Land Area (hectares) % of Total Land Area 

Urban Barangays 

1. Wawa* 27.67 0.10% 

2. Zone I* 33.83 0.12% 

3. Zone II 34.23 0.12% 

4. Zone III 24.85 0.09% 

5. Zone IV 10.65 0.04% 

6. Cacawan 149.01 0.53% 

7. Marfrancisco* 317.30 1.12% 
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Barangay Land Area (hectares) % of Total Land Area 

8. Papandayan* 507.04 1.80% 

9. Sta. Rita 273.77 0.97% 

Urban Sub-Total 1378.35 4.88% 

Rural Barangays 

1. Anoling 362.15 1.28% 

2. Bacungan 467.14 1.65% 

3. Bangbang 218.96 0.78% 

4. Banilad* 739.73 2.62% 

5. Buli 574.61 2.04% 

6. Calingag 890.54 3.16% 

7. Del Razon 401.39 1.42% 

8. Guinhawa* 820.19 2.91% 

9. Inclanay 582.45 2.06% 

10. Lumambayan* 267.68 0.95% 

11. Malaya 488.88 1.73% 

12. Maliangcog 629.00 2.23% 

13. Maningcol 450.81 1.60% 

14. Marayos 948.46 3.36% 

15. Nabuslot 378.88 1.34% 

16. Pagalagala 331.86 1.18% 

17. Palayan 234.90 0.83% 

18. Pambisan Malaki 570.74 2.02% 

19. Pambisan Munti 808.18 2.86% 

20. Panggulayan 363.53 1.29% 

21. Pili* 692.64 2.45% 

22. Quinabigan* 273.53 0.97% 

23. Ranzo* 420.63 1.49% 

24. Rosario 354.96 1.26% 

25. Sabang 8,799.20 31.17% 

26. Sta. Isabel 1,067.69 3.78% 

27. Sta. Maria 186.96 0.66% 

28. Sto. Niño 118.55 0.42% 

Rural Sub-Total 22,444.24 78.52% 

Others 4,403.40 15.60% 

TOTAL 28,226.00 100.00% 
Source: Municipal Assessor’s Office  

           Note: (*) - Coastal barangays 

 

2.3 TOPOGRAPHY 

Local topography is generally plain, except for the northern areas near the boundary of Pola which are hilly and 

mountainous. On the other hand, hilly or rolling plains are found southwest on the areas of Barangays Maningcol, 

Rosario, Inclanay, Marayos, Malaya, and Sabang near the boundary of Occidental Mindoro. These are further 

emphasized in the next part, which discusses the slope characteristics of the municipality. 

 

2.4 SLOPE CHARACTERISTICS 

The barangays that are situated in the central part of Pinamalayan have slopes ranging from 0 to 3 percent while the 

steeper slopes can be found in the southwestern and northeastern portions of the municipality (Map III). The slope 

characteristics of Pinamalayan are summarized in Table PH-3.  The slope classification is described as follows: 

 

2.4.1 FLAT TO LEVEL 

These are areas with 0 to 3 percent slope. These areas comprise the Poblacion, portions of Barangays Wawa, 

Lumambayan and Papandayan. Considering the slope alone, these areas are normally part of the prime 

agricultural lands aside from being highly suitable for urban development. 



 

 

6 
GEO-PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

 

2.4.2 LEVEL TO UNDULATING 

These lands have 3 to 8 percent slope. The Rosario area resembles this type of terrain. According to slope 

characterization, these areas are still suitable for urban development and general agricultural production. 

 

2.4.3 UNDULATING TO ROLLING  

These are terrains with 8 to 18 percent slope. These lands are quite susceptible to erosion and are fairly 

suitable for intense urban development. Agricultural production, on the other hand, should be practiced with 

appropriate soil conservation techniques.  

 

2.4.4 ROLLING TO MODERATELY STEEP, MODERATELY TO STEEPLY MOUNTAINOUS, VERY 

STEEPLY MOUNTAINOUS 

These have sloping gradients of 18 to 30 percent, 30 to 50 percent, and greater than or equal to 50 percent, 

respectively. These areas are highly susceptible to erosion. Intense urban developments are not encouraged 

because of the instability of land due to high slope gradients. Agricultural activities should also observe soil 

conservation measures. 

 

Specifically, these higher slope gradients ranging from 30 percent to greater than 50 percent can be found in 

barangays Sabang, Marayos, Inclanay, and Pambisan Munti in the southwest; in barangays Calingag, Maningcol, 

Malaya, and Rosario in the center; and barangays Pili, Guinhawa, Sta. Isabel, Banilad, and Ranzo in the northeast. The 

slope characteristics of Pinamalayan are summarized in Table PH-3. 

 

Table PH-3. Slope Characteristics 

Slope Classification Slope 
Area 

(hectares) 
% of Total 
Land Area 

Erosion 
Susceptibility 

Location (Barangay) 

Flat to Level Land 0-3% 7,472.32 26.47% 
No apparent 
erosion 

Anoling, Bacungan, Cacawan, Lumambayan, 
Marfrancisco, Pagalagala, Papandayan, Sta. 
Maria, Sto. Niño, Wawa, Zone I, Zone II, Zone III 
and Zone IV 
 
Portions of Bangbang, Banilad, Buli, Calingag, 
Del Razon, Guinhawa, Inclanay, Malaya, 
Maliangcog, Nabuslot, Palayan, Pambisan 
Malaki, Panggulayan, Pili, Quinabigan, Ranzo, 
Rosario, Sabang and Sta. Isabel 

Level to Undulating 3-8% 139.45 0.49% 
No apparent 
erosion 

Portions of Calingag, Maliangcog, Pambisan 
Malaki and Sabang 

Undulating to Rolling 
Terrain 

8-18% 2,942.36 10.42% 
Less susceptible to 
erosion 

Portions of Bangbang, Calingag, Del Razon, 
Inclanay, Malaya, Maliangcog, Maningcol, 
Marayos, Nabuslot, Palayan, Pambisan Munti, 
Panggulayan, Quinabigan, Rosario and Sabang 

Rolling to Moderately 
Steep Hills 

18-30% 3,162.25 11.20% 
Highly susceptible 
to erosion 

Portions of Buli, Guinhawa and Sta. Isabel 

Moderately to Steeply 
Mountainous 

30-50% 1,975.45 7.00% 
Highly susceptible 
to erosion 

Portions of Banilad, Buli, Calingag, Guinhawa, 
Inclanay, Malaya, Maliangcog, Maningcol, 
Marayos, Pambisan Munti, Pili, Ranzo, Rosario, 
Sabang and Sta. Isabel 

Very Steeply 
Mountainous 

≥50% 8,130.76 28.81% 
Highly susceptible 
to erosion 

Portions of Guinhawa, Pili, Rosario, Sabang and 
Sta. Isabel 

Others/Unaccounted  4,403.41 15.60%  
 

TOTAL  28,226.00 100.00%   

Source: Mines and Geosciences Bureau 
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I. Location Map of Pinamalayan 
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II. Barangay Political Boundary Map 
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